University of New Mexico Education Teacher Licensure and Degree Programs

The UNM College of Education offers a number of programs at the baccalaureate and graduate levels for teacher licensure and/or advanced studies.  

Undergraduate Degrees  

Licensure Majors
Art Education 




Physical Education

Early Childhood Education 


Secondary Education

Elementary Education



Special Education

Health Education

Endorsement Areas for Secondary Education 
Bilingual Education



Life Science Education
Communicative Arts Education 


Physical Science Education

     (English/Language Arts)


Social Studies Education

Earth Science Education



Teaching English as a Second Language

Modern & Classical Languages 
    (French, German & Spanish)

Masters Degrees

Counseling  (licensure concentration available)
Educational Leadership (licensure concentration available) 
Educational Psychology

Elementary Education (licensure emphases available)
Family Studies

Health Education

Language, Literacy & Sociocultural Studies

Nutrition

Organizational Learning and Instructional Technology

Physical Education

Secondary Education (licensure emphases available) 
Special Education (licensure concentrations available)
Doctoral Degree Programs

Counselor Education



Language, Literacy & Sociocultural Studies

Educational Leadership



Organizational Learning & Instructional Technology
Educational Linguistics



Special Education

Family Studies




Teacher & Childhood Education
Physical Education, Sports  

     & Exercise Science
Other Degree and Certificate Programs

Associate Degree Programs

Special Education Paraprofessional Training

Education Specialist Certificate Programs
Curriculum & Instruction



Organizational Learning & Instructional Technology
Educational Leadership



Special Education

University of New Mexico Licensure Program of Studies
The curricula for the UNM teacher licensure programs are aligned with the COE Conceptual Framework (Professional Understandings, Practices and Identities); the New Mexico Entry Level Teaching Competencies, and the New Mexico Teaching Competencies for Level I – Provisional Teacher, as related to each program’s specific licensure area.      

The elementary education licensure program of studies illustrates the general 
structure of all licensure programs.  The underlying framework for the entire program has three components:  Knowledge of Content (general core and teaching field requirements); Knowledge of Students (general core pre-professional study courses and professional study courses); and Knowledge of Pedagogy (professional study courses). Licensure candidates complete a core curriculum of general A&S requirements and pre-professional study (69 credit hours altogether) as well as a teaching field of 24 credit hours.  They then complete the licensure program with 36 hours of professional study courses in which they must demonstrate competence in applying knowledge of content, students and pedagogy in authentic classroom settings.  Field experiences are embedded into each semester where students are able to apply what they are learning in accompanying university courses, under the supervision of a Level II or Level III classroom teacher.  
Professional Study Courses  (36 credit hours)  
EDUC 321L
Teaching of Social Studies in the Elementary School  (3 hours)

EDUC 330L
Teaching of Reading  (3 hours)

EDUC 331L
Teaching of Reading in the Elementary School (3 hours)

EDUC 333L
Teaching Oral and Written Language in the Elementary School (3 hours)

EDUC 353L
Teaching of Science in the Elementary School (3 hours)

EDUC 361L
Teaching of Mathematics in the Elementary School (3 hours)

EDUC 400
Student Teaching in the Elementary School  (9 hours)

EDPY 310
Learning in the Classroom (3 hours)

LLSS 315
Education of Linguistically and Culturally Diverse Students (3 hours) 

SPCD 493
Topics:  Special Needs Students in the Regular Classroom (3 hours)

Notes:  
· Students must successfully complete the NMTA Basic Skills Test for admission into the Professional Study coursework. Students complete the other required NMTA tests before they complete their student teaching.  

· Student and program assessments are recorded in the College of Education Assessment System, in which data for Points in Progress throughout the professional study sequence is collected, analyzed and reported using the NCATE assessment framework.  Faculty review results of data analysis each semester to adjust and refine program delivery, policies and/or procedures.  
